



The following communications has been sent to every President and Secretary across Wiltshire... please do let us know if your WI is need of assistance or can provide help to other WIs across Wiltshire. 

The way we live our lives has changed so much over the past few months as a result of the Pandemic and naturally how we organise our WIs has had to adapt too.

Each WI is unique and shaped by its individual committee and members and we want to ensure that everyone is getting the most from their membership.  There are many resources available such as Denman at Home, Zoom and WI Wanderers but we appreciate that not everyone is online or even enjoys virtual meetings. There are alternatives.  We have seen some great innovative ideas, for example, meetings in a bag, small group meetings in gardens, and some committees have worked tirelessly to keep their members informed, even delivering newsletters by hand.  

Unfortunately, the challenges of living with the Coronavirus are not going away and as some regulations are being relaxed about meeting together, we are all hearing stories of venues that will not be able to accommodate all WI members at once because of maintaining social distancing and there not being enough capacity. 

We are a small team of advisers in Wiltshire but we aim to be as supportive as possible especially in finding ways to ensure that all members are being reached and we would certainly like to strengthen links across the county.  We want to facilitate a Buddy system where we can share ideas, resources and experiences.

Does anyone in your WI have the time and expertise to assist another WI across the county or would you and your members like some specific help?  We suggest that before signing up, you ask within your own WI. It may be an opportunity to enlist a new member to your Committee too.

We have included a table of skills, see below, and would be grateful if you could identify whether you would be able to share any of these with others or if you would value some support to be able to do any of them to help your own members.

Please send any requests, using the table, to the Advisers and  then the  Membership and Digital Teams can  endeavour to buddy you up or provide some assistance where possible.

The WI values of fellowship, truth, tolerance and justice have never been more important and we want to be able to demonstrate these to our communities across Wiltshire.


We look forward to hearing from you

With kind regards

Chris Walker.     
Denise Whale
Lesley Holdway
Amy Middleton
Elma Lawer


	Enter a Yes in the boxes that apply
	My WI is in need of assistance with:
	My WI has a member who can help with:

	Communications
	
	

	Putting together a newsletter
	
	

	Communications – mailing list
	
	

	Using WI resources
	
	

	Navigating My WI
	
	

	Social Media
	
	

	Help with how to find WI activities on Social Media
	
	

	Setting up a Facebook page
	
	

	Hosting Digital WI meetings
	
	

	Hosting a Zoom meeting
	
	

	How can members without the internet dial in?
	
	

	Providing Activities for your WI
	
	

	Sourcing materials for putting together   a meeting in a bag.      
	
	

	Printing
	
	

	Delivering paper copies of newsletters
	
	

	Returning to physical meetings
	
	

	Help with risk assessments
	
	

	Membership questionnaire for returning to your hall.
	
	

	Misc: Please add anything that we have not thought of ……..
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



